


Why Grow Natives?

More than 30% of U.S. birds are endangered,
threatened, or in significant decline

"The State of the Birds: 2010 Report on Climate Change" USFWS

In the last 20 years, the population of
monarch butterflies in the eastern U.S. has
declined by 90 percent

Newsweek, Douglas Main 8/27/14

Federal survey that found beekeepers lost
more than 40 percent of their colonies last
year

Seth Borenstein, Associated Press May 19, 2015
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Critical for a Healthy Food Web

Tertiary
Consumers

Secondary

Consumers
10 kcal

Primary 3\
Consumer =
100 kcal

Producers
1,000 kcal




Thermodynamic Research: UGa

Human domination of the
biosphere: rapid discharge of the earth-space battery foretells
the future of humankind. proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences

Estimate: Earth had 1,000 billion tons C in living
biomass 2,000 years ago

Now estimated to be 2 of that due to human
activity

"If we don't reverse this trend, we'll
eventually reach a point where the biomass
battery discharges to a level at which Earth can
no longer sustain us," Schramski said.



Wait | What's a Nat|ve P\ant ?

Native species are /

S

those that occur

in the region in

which they evolved.

http://lwww.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/nativeplants.shtml#what






http://www.vaplantatlas.org/

Sheezeweed

Helenium autumnale L.
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Crlter|a for my Favontes
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3 Attractive most of the time
2 Plays well with others
" No princesses - thrives on neglect

2 Serves the greatest number






Fastern Columbine

< Family: Ranuculaceae or Buttercup

< Life-cycle: short-lived perennial

< Produces abundant seed, so only needs to be
planted once




Eastern Columbine
< Widely adaptable

< Hummingbird magnet

<« Not attractive to deer
or rabbits

< Nectar for pollinators

< Easy to grow from
seed
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In the Garden

Blooms anytime between late March and mid-
April depending on site and weather; lasts for
2- 3 weeks

Naturalizes beautifully in woodland settings

Looks good with daffodils, spicebush, white
azaleas, and serviceberry
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Family: Polemoniaceae

May develop powdery mildew in poorly chosen
sites

Bloom time covers late February (subulata)
through September (paniculata)

Great nectaries and also fragrant















i
o%

L B







R 1 '\lﬁf_ " gq f
W 20 SEERNTEN !




—
5 -
ST

e

g e
L

=3

e

“* TR IETS SN
LN ._.w.. g T




Blooms July - September
Deadhead for best

bloom

Plant mildew-
resistant cultivars

Benefits from good
soil fertility

Fragrant
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Looks good coming out of winter







Leaf color holds well all season
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Eastern Beardtongue ‘Maple Hill’
Penstemon laevigatus

“*Full sun to
partial shade

**Moist to wet
soil

“+Larval host for
Common «
Buckeye LENS A
Butterfly Sl o
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Growing it
Full sun, sharp
drainage

Tolerant of
drought and low
fertility

Asclepias aphids
and sooty mold
indicate poor
drainage
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This Milkweed DOESN'T Help

Where this plant overwinters in the South it
harbors a parasite that is putting a huge
additional stress on a species of butterfly that
is being considered for the T & E list.

There is a possibility that Asclepias
currassavica could overwinter in warmer parts
of Virginia during mild years

article by scientists from the University of Georgia published in the Proceedings of the Royal
Society B. The research, available online at

, wWas supported by the
National Science Foundation and the U.S. Forest Service.


http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/282/1801/20141734.full
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How to Grow It

Prefers high shade, moist sail,
and average fertility

Tolerates full sun (lots of mulch),
clay and sandy soils

Freely self-sows

Great filler



Tiger Moth larva

























Giant Coneflower
Rudbeckia maxima




Prefers Moist Soils, Full Sun

Giant
Coneflower





































